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ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
For  the  Year  Ending  December  31st,  1947 


Brightwell  House, 

East  Street, 

Farnham,  Surrey. 
July,  1948. 

TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  URBAN 
DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  FARNHAM. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

My  Annual  Report  upon  the  health  of  the  district  for 
1947  is  presented  herewith. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  amount  of  infectious  disease  in 
the  district  has  been  very  small,  apart  from  a few  cases  of 
measles,  and  there  have  been  no  epidemics.  The  birth  rate 
has  reached  a record  figure  for  the  district  but,  like  many 
other  towns,  Farnham  will  be  faced  with  the  problem  of  the 
increasing  number  of  old  people. 

In  general  the  work  of  the  department  has  proceeded 
smoothly,  and  in  spite  of  present  day  difficulties  the  super- 
vision of  the  health  of  the  district  has  been  carried  out 
satisfactorily. 


Yours  faithfully, 

F.  BEDO  HOBBS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area 

The  Urban  District  of  Farnham  consists  of  the  Town 
and  the  villages  and  districts  of  Hale,  Heath  End,  Badshot 
Lea,  Weybourne,  Runfold,  Compton,  Upper,  Middle  and 
Lower  Bourne,  Boundstone,  Wrecclesham,  Rowledge,  Dippen- 
hall,  Frensham  Vale  and  Gong  Hill. 

The  total  area  is  9,06  1 acres,  and  the  Registrar  General’s 
estimate  of  the  resident  population  for  the  year  1947  was 

23,450. 

The  number  of  inhabited  houses  at  the  end  of  1947 
was  6,37  1 . 

The  rateable  value  is  £217,991  and  the  sum  represented 
by  the  penny  rate  is  £813. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


The  following  are  the  vital  statistics  for  the  Urban 
District  in  the  year  1947: — 


Live  Births  (Legitimate)  

Total  M. 
454  227 

F. 

227 

Live  Births  (Illegitimate)  

26 

14 

12 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the 
estimated  resident  popula- 
tion   

Still  Births  (Legitimate)  

7 

20.46 

2 

5 

Still  Births  (Illegitimate)  

2 

1 

1 

Rate  per  1,0  0 0 total 

births  

Deaths  

316 

18.7 

149 

167 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the 
estimated  resident  popula- 
tion   

13.4 

Rate 

per  1 

Total  Births 
Deaths  ( Live  and  Still ) 

Deaths  from  puerperal  causes: — 


Puerperal  sepsis  0 0 

Other  maternal  causes  1 2 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age: — 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  3 7.5 

Legitimate  infants  per  1 ,000  legitimate  live 

births  35.2 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1 ,000  illegitimate  live 

births  76.9 
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The  classified  causes  of  death  in  the  District  during  the 


year  are  as  follows- — 

Cause  of  Death  M.  F. 

All  causes 149  167 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  4 4 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  1 1 

Syphilitic  Diseases 2 0 

Influenza 0 1 

Cancer  of  Buccal  Cavity  and 

Oesoph.  (M.);  Uterus  (F.)  2 2 

Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  3 2 

Cancer  of  the  Breast 1 3 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites  18  11 

Diabetes  0 4 

Intracranial  Vascular  Lesions  14  41 

Heart  Diseases  42  49 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System  2 4 

Bronchitis  10  13 

Pneumonia  12  5 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  1 1 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum  ...  4 0 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years)  1 0 

Appendicitis  1 0 

Other  Digestive  Diseases  5 4 

Nephritis  4 2 

Maternal  Causes  0 1 

Premature  Birth  3 3 

Con.  mal.  birth  inj.  Infant  dis.  ....  0 3 

Suicide 0 2 

Road  Traffic  Accidents  4 1 

Other  Violent  Causes  1 2 

All  Other  Causes  14  8 


The  birth  rate  has  risen  again  to  a new  record  of  20.46 
per  1,000  population.  The  average  figure  for  England  and 
Wales  is  20.5. 

The  death  rate  of  13.4  per  1,000  population  is  very 
slightly  increased,  the  comparative  figure  for  England  and 
Wales  being  12  per  1,000. 

The  death  rate  for  infants  under  one  year  of  age  is  37.5 
which  is  a slight  decrease  on  the  previous  year  and  compares 
favourably  with  the  average  figure  of  4 1 for  England  and 
Wales. 
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General  Provisions  of  Health  Services  for  the  Area 

LABORATORY  SERVICES 

(a)  Pathological  Examinations 

In  the  past  the  majority  of  specimens  have  been 
examined  at  the  Royal  Surrey  County  Hospital,  Guildford, 
but  owing  to  the  increasing  facilities  now  available  at  the 
Farnham  County  Hospital  the  work  is  being  gradually  trans- 
ferred there. 

(b)  Milk  Analysis 

During  the  year  1 1 2 samples  were  examined  at  the 
National  Institute  for  Research  in  Dairying,  Shinfield.  The 
results  are  set  out  elsewhere  in  the  report. 

( c ) Water  Analysis 

Samples  of  the  water  supplies  are  examined  bacterio- 
logically  twice  a month  and  chemically  every  three  months  by 
the  Counties  Public  Health  Laboratories. 

Considerable  trouble  was  caused  in  the  early  part  of  the 
year  by  the  excessive  iron  deposit  in  the  Council’s  water 
supply.  This  was  eventually  overcome  by  cleaning  out  the 
reservoir  and  providing  new  filters. 

AMBULANCE  SERVICES 

For  infectious  diseases  there  are  two  ambulances  avail- 
able at  the  Farnham  Joint  Isolation  Hospital. 

The  non-inf ectious  cases  are  dealt  with  by  the  St.  John 
Ambulance  Brigade,  who  have  two  ambulances  and  one 
sitting  case  car. 

Details  of  the  work  done  by  the  Brigade  are  as  follows: 


Area.  Emergency.  General.  Total. 


Farnham  

681 

226 

907 

Guildford  R.D.C 

117 

93 

210 

Hambledon  R.D.C 

1 14 

28 

142 

Aldershot  

68 

10 

78 

Frimley  and  Camberley  

25 

4 

29 

Windlesham  and  Bagshot  

3 

1 

4 

Headley,  Bordon,  Bentley,  Binsted 

and  Frith  End  

25 

6 

31 

Farnborough  

4 

5 

9 

Miscellaneous  (including  Haslemere, 

Crondall,  Grayshott,  Odiham,  Hook, 

Dippenhall,  Leatherhead,  Godaiming 

and  Ewshot)  

14 

4 

18 

Totals 

1,051 

377 

1,428 

General  calls:  Where  two  hours  (or  more)  notice  is 
given. 

Emergency  calls:  Where  no  previous  notice  received. 

The  Brigade  have  one  whole-time  paid  driver  but  other- 
wise all  the  personnel  give  their  services  voluntarily,  and  the 
district  owes  a debt  of  gratitude  to  the  public  spirit  shown  by 
these  gentlemen  and  lady,  especially  as  the  work  steadily 
increases  each  year  as  shown  by  the  number  of  cases  dealt 


in  the  last  three  years: — 

1945  

935  cases 

1946  

1,012  cases 

1947  

1 ,428  cases 

The  scheme  for  mutual 

aid  with  neighbouring 

Authorities  has  been  working  smoothly. 

BLOOD  TRANSFUSION 

This  service  has  continued  at  the  First  Aid  Post  at 
Farnham  County  Hospital  under  the  supervision  of  the  Red 
Cross. 

It  has  not  been  possible  to  hold  as  many  sessions  as 
during  the  war  years,  but  550  pints  of  blood  were  provided 
for  the  Blood  Bank  at  Sutton  during  the  year. 

It  is  entirely  due  to  the  enthusiasm  of  Mrs.  Rogers,  Miss 
Lee  and  their  staff  of  voluntary  workers  that  the  service  has 
been  able  to  carry  on,  and  thanks  are  also  due  to  the  people 
who  have  put  their  cars  and  themselves  at  the  disposal  of 
the  Centre  for  transporting  donors  to  and  from  their  homes. 

CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES 

The  following  is  a list  of  clinics  and  treatment  centres: — 
MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  CENTRES 

Brightwell  House,  East  Street,  Farnham — Tuesdays  and 
Thursdays,  2-4  p.m. 

The  Institute,  Rowledge — 1st  and  3rd  Mondays,  2-4  p.m. 

The  Village  Hall,  Wrecclesham — 2nd  and  4th  Mondays, 
2-4  p.m. 

The  Scouts  Hall,  Gravel  Hill,  Lower  Bourne — 1st  and 
3rd  Wednesdays,  2-4  p.m. 

The  Institute,  Hale — Fridays,  2-4  p.m. 

The  Scouts  Hall,  Badshot  Lea — 2nd  and  4th  Wednesdays, 
2-4  p.m. 
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SCHOOL  CLINIC 


Brightwell  House,  East  Street,  Farnham — 1st  and  3rd 
Fridays,  1 0 a.m.- 1 2 noon. 

TUBERCULOSIS  DISPENSARY 

Brightwell  House,  East  Street,  Farnham — 1st  Tuesday, 
10  a.m.- 12  noon  and  5.30-7  p.m.;  2nd,  4th  and 
5th  Tuesdays,  10  a.m.- 12  noon. 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION  CLINIC 

Brightwell  House,  East  Street,  Farnham — 1st  and  3rd 
Fridays,  10  a.m. 

ANTE-NATAL  CLINIC 

Brightwell  House,  East  Street,  Farnham — Every  Wednes- 
day, 2 p.m. 

DENTAL  CLINIC 

Brightwell  House,  East  Street,  Farnham — Every  Monday 
and  Wednesday  and  2nd  and  4th  Fridays,  9.30  a.m. 

VENEREAL  DISEASE  CLINICS 

Royal  Surrey  County  Hospital,  Guildford — Males,  Thurs- 
days and  Fridays,  5-7  p.m.;  Females,  Mondays 
3-7  p.m.,  and  Thursdays,  9.30-1  1 a.m. 

Woking  and  District  Victoiia  Hospital — Males,  Thurs- 
days, 5-7  p.m.;  Females,  Tuesdays,  9.30-1  1a.m., 
and  Fridays,  5-7  p.m. 

SPEECH  TRAINING  CLINIC 

Brightwell  House,  East  Street,  Farnham — Mondays,  10 
a.m. -4  p.m. 

OPHTHALMIC  CLINIC 

Brightwell  House,  East  Street,  Farnham — 4th  Friday  in 
month,  1 0 a.m. -4  p.m. 

CLEANSING  CENTRE 

First  Aid  Post,  Farnham  County  Hospital — Every  Tues- 
day, 10  a.m.- 12  noon. 

THE  CURATIVE  POST 

Farnham  is  extremely  fortunate  in  the  facilities  it  can 
offer  in  all  forms  of  physiotherapy.  In  addition  to  a number 
of  physiotherapists  practising  privatiely,  there  is  the  very 
active  and  well-equipped  physiotherapy  department  at  Farn- 
ham County  Hospital. 
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Apart  from  this  is  the  Curative  Post,  centrally  situated 
at  Brightwells  in  a modern  one-storey  building  with  the  latest 
forms  of  equipment.  Being  partially  endowed,  it  is  able  to 
offer  treatment  at  fees  within  the  range  of  all  and  is  extremely 
popular,  while  the  amount  of  work  is  limited  only  by  the 
staff’s  time. 

During  1947  1,027  adults  and  223  children  were 
treated,  making  a total  of  6,802  attendances. 

It  had  been  hoped  to  extend  the  building  by  providing  a 
solarium,  but  the  Ministry  has  refused  permission  for  this  to 
be  done  at  present. 


NURSING  HOMES 

There  are  three  private  nursing  homes  in  the  district,  two 
of  which  deal  primarily  with  maternity  cases.  These  are 
regularly  inspected  and  found  to  be  efficient  and  have  proved 
a great  asset,  not  only  to  Farnham  but  to  surrounding  districts 
which  are  not  so  fortunately  placed,  particularly  owing  to  the 
small  number  of  private  wards  available  in  local  hospitals  and 
the  difficulty  of  obtaining  admission  to  the  public  wards. 

The  number  of  births  in  hospital,  nursing  homes  and  in 
the  patient’s  home  were  as  follows: — 

Farnham  County  Hospital  ...  223 

Local  Nursing  Homes  ...  203 

Patient’s  own  home...  ...  63 


HOSPITALS 

FARNHAM  COUNTY  HOSPITAL 

This  hospital,  administered  by  the  Surrey  County  Council, 
serves  the  south-western  area  of  the  County  and  also  deals 
with  much  of  the  acute  surgical  work  from  the  neighbouring 
area  of  Hampshire. 

The  work  has  increased  steadily  every  year,  particularly 
in  regard  to  out-patients,  and  is  only  limited  by  the  inability 
at  the  present  time  to  extend  the  buildings.  It  is  hoped  to 
open  a proper  out-patient  department  early  in  1948,  which 
will  be  of  considerable  value. 

The  following  figures  show  the  progress  made  in  recent 
years: — 
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Attendances  — — 111  249  287  475  1673  3089  5532  7765 


Under  the  National  Health  Service  Act  this  hospital  will 
serve  as  the  base  hospital  for  this  area,  and  Trimmer’s 
Hospital,  Aldershot,  Fleet,  Farnborough  and  Yateley  Hospitals 
will  be  attached  to  it. 

TRIMMER’S  COTTAGE  HOSPITAL 

The  male  ward  has  remained  closed  during  the  year 
owing  to  lack  of  staff,  but  the  remaining  ten  beds  for  women, 
four  beds  for  men  and  four  private  wards  have  been  well 
occupied,  and  the  children’s  ward  has  been  in  occasional  use 
for  tonsil  and  adenoid  cases. 

It  is  not  easy  to  forecast  the  future  of  this  hospital  under 
the  National  Health  Service  Act,  but  probably  its  most  useful 
function  would  be  as  a hospital  for  paying  or  semi-paying 
patients,  or,  alternatively,  as  a maternity  wing  of  Farnham 
County  Hospital. 

FARNHAM  JOINT  ISOLATION  HOSPITAL 

The  following  cases  were  admitted  to  this  hospital  from 
the  Farnham  Urban  District  during  1947: — 


Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  17 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  10 

Erysipelas  ...  ...  ...  3 

Infantile  Paralysis  ...  ...  5 


Cerebro  Spinal  Meningitis...  1 

Rubella  ...  ...  ...  1 

Haemolytic  Streptococcal 

Infection  ...  ...  1 

Polio-encephalitis  ...  ...  1 

Dysentery,  Salmonella  ...  1 

Dysentery,  Amoebic  ...  1 

Observation : 

Encephalitis  ...  ...  1 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  1 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  1 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  1 

This  number  is  extremely  small — less  than  a quarter  of 
those  admitted  in  the  last  two  years — and  shows  that  the 
district  has  been  extremely  free  from  infectious  disease. 

The  large  proportion  of  cubicle  wards  available  make  it 
possible  to  deal  with  a number  of  different  diseases  at  the 
same  time. 
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HOMES  FOR  THE  AGED 


These  homes,  which  were  opened  in  1939  and  provide 
accommodation  for  70  men  and  50  women,  are  always  full. 

Being  situated  in  the  same  grounds  as  Farnham  County 
Hospital,  the  residents  are  under  constant  medical  supervision 
and  can  easily  be  transferred  to  the  hospital  for  treatment 
when  required. 

There  is  an  increasing  need  for  more  accommodation  of 
a similar  nature  for  elderly  folk,  or  for  some  arrangements  to 
be  made  whereby  elderly  men  and  women  could  be  provided 
with)  accomrQodation  and  some  form  of  help  without  neces- 
sarily being  in  an  institution. 

Although  the  birth  rate  has  reached  a record  figure  this 
year,  it  is  not  anticipated  that  it  will  continue  at  this  level 
and  the  problem  of  the  number  of  elderly  people  is  one  which 
is  likely  to  become  increasingly  difficult. 

At  the  present  time  in  Farnham  there  are  approximately 
3,600  men  and  women  of  65  years  of  age  and  over  in  com- 
parison with  approximately  14,000  between  the  ages  of  20 
and  65.  These  latter  may  be  regarded  as  the  breadwinners 
or  people  who  have  to  work  and  care  for  the  older  group  as 
well  as  the  children,  and  the  two  groups  may  be  referred  to 
broadly  as  pensionable  and  insurable. 

In  a statistical  summary  of  the  population  of  England 
and  Wales  it  was  stated  that  in  1931  the  proportion  of  pen- 
sionable population  to  insurable  population  was  1 to  8 and  it 
was  estimated  that  by  1971  it  would  be  about  1 to  3. 

In  Farnham  the  trend  towards  a higher  age  incidence  has 
been  more  rapid  and  the  proportion  of  65’s  and  over  to  the 
20  to  65  group  is  already  1 to  4. 

The  problem  of  providing  homes  suitable  for  people  of 
advanced  years  is  linked  up  with  the  need  for  hospital  beds 
for  people  who  for  reasons  of  infirmity  or  chronic  ill-health 
cannot  be  suitably  accommodated.  The  demand  for  “ chronic  ” 
beds  is  very  acute,  but,  in  providing  them,  the  question  of 
staff  is  as  difficult  as  obtaining  the  buildings. 

The  Homes  for  the  Aged,  which  accommodate  1 00  old 
folk,  are  an  excellent  example  of  what  can  be  done  for  those 
in  reasonable  health,  but  more  similar  accommodation,  per- 
haps with  provision  for  husband  and  wife  to  be  together,  is 
urgently  required. 
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FARNHAM  DAY  NURSERY 

During  1947  the  attendance  at  the  Day  Nursery  has  been 
good,  with  a daily  average  of  30  children.  Apart  from  a small 
epidemic  of  measles  and  whooping  cough,  the  general  health 
has  been  good  and  it  has  been  noticeable  that  the  habits  and 
manners  of  the  children  show  a considerable  improvement. 

Six  students  assist  in  looking  after  the  children  and  have 
shown  keenness  and  enthusiasm. 

PUBLIC  MORTUARY 

The  Mortuary  is  well  constructed,  of  modern  design  and 
centrally  situated  close  to  the  Police  Court.  It  serves  the 
surrounding  areas  in  addition  to  the  urban  district,  and  during 
the  year  36  bodies  were  accommodated  there. 

INSULIN 

During  the  year  two  persons  were  supplied  with  insulin 
under  the  arrangements  as  set  out  in  Circular  2734. 

VOLUNTARY  SERVICES 

The  thanks  of  the  district  are  once  again  due  to  the  un- 
stinted services  given  by  the  British  Red  Cross  Society,  St.  John 
Ambulance  Brigade,  W.V.S.,  and  the  Hospital  Car  Service. 

Prevalence  Of  and  Control  Over  Infectious  and  Other  Diseases 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

There  has  been  relatively  little  infectious  disease  in  the 
district  during  the  past  year,  and  no  epidemics. 

The  highest  number  of  notifications  received  was  in 
respect  of  measles,  of  which  there  were  92  cases.  Ten  of  these 
were  treated  in  the  isolation  Hospital  and  there  were  no 
deaths. 

Although  there  were  a number  of  cases  of  poliomyelitis 
and  polio-encephalitis  in  the  surrounding  districts,  only  five 
cases  were  notified  in  this  area  and  these  were  all  very  mild 
cases. 

On  receipt  of  notification,  every  effort  was  made  to  trace 
the  source  of  contact,  and  child  contacts  of  the  patient  were 
kept  isolated  for  2 1 days.  Advice  and  reassurance  was  given 
to  the  public  on  several  occasions  through  the  medium  of  the 
local  press,  and  the  cinemas  were  very  co-operative  in  can- 
celling their  “ Mickey  Mouse  ” performances  which  draw  a 
large  number  of  children  together  on  Saturday  mornings. 

It  is  gratifying  to  record  that  once  again  no  case  of  diph- 
theria was  notified. 

The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  the  notifiable 
diseases  reported  during  the  year,  in  their  age  groups: — 
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Deaths  certified  as  from  pneumonia  but  not  notified  as  primary  or  influenzal  pneumonia. 


DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 

Progress  in  diphtheria  immunisation  has  been  maintained 
and  in  October  a week's  intensive  advertising  campaign  was 
conducted,  centred  round  a film  entitled  “ So  Well  Remem- 
bered.” The  local  cinemas,  shops  and  Red  Cross  and  W.V.S. 
were  extremely  helpful  in  this  campaign,  which  was  most 
successful,  and  as  a result  the  number  of  children  coming  to 
the  clinics  for  primary  immunisation  or  boosting  dose 
definitely  increased. 

Since  1941,  when  the  diphtheria  immunisation  campaign 
became  really  effective,  only  eight  cases  have  been  notified 
and  only  two  of  these  were  under  the  age  of  1 5 years  and 
had  not  been  immunised.  No  cases  have  been  notified  since 
March  1945,  and  there  has  been  only  one  death  in  the  last 
five  years. 

The  figures  in  regard  to  immunisation  in  the  two  age 
groups  at  the  end  of  1947  are  as  follows: — 

Number  Immunised  Estimated  Mid-year  Percentage 

Under  5 Population,  1947  Immunised 

1,123  ...  1,770  ...  63.4 


Number  Immunised  Estimated  Mid-year  Percentage 

5 — 15  Population,  1947  Immunised 

3,030  ...  3,070  ...  98.7 

During  the  year  I have  had  some  assistance  in  visiting 
the  homes  of  children  who  have  not  responded  to  our  invita- 
tion to  come  to  the  clinics.  The  chief  reasons  for  this  have 
been  lack  of  interest  and  difficulty  in  finding  time  to  visit  the 
clinic  or  obtaining  help  in  looking  after  other  children  while 
doing  so. 

The  amount  of  active  opposition  has  been  almost 
negligible  and  as  a result  of  the  personal  visit  it  has  been 
possible  to  make  arrangements  for  many  cases  to  be 
immunised  who  otherwise  would  not  have  been  done. 

VENEREAL  DISEASES 

There  does  not  appear  to  be  much  venereal  disease  in 
the  district  and  no  notifications  under  Section  33B  have  been 
received. 

SCABIES 

During  the  year  5 males  and  20  females  have  received  a 
total  number  of  6 1 treatments  at  this  clinic,  which  is  situated 
at  the  old  First  Aid  Post  in  Farnham  Institution,  and  in 
addition  3 cases  of  verminous  heads  have  been  dealt  with. 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


The  number  of  cases  on  the  tuberculosis  register  at  the 
end  of  the  year  was  as  follows: — 


Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary  Total 

M.  F.  M.  F, 

83  46  ...  35  37  ...  201 


New  cases  notified  and  deaths  during  the  year  are  as 
follows : — 

New  Cases  Deaths  


Age 

Periods 

Respiratory 

0—1 

M. 

F. 

1—5 

— 

— 

5—15 

1 

1 

15—25 

4 

6 

25—35 

2 

1 

35—45 

1 

2 

45—55 

3 

— 

55—65 

— 

2 

65  and  over 

— 

2 

Totals 

1 1 

12 

Non-  Non- 

Respiratory  Respiratory  Respiratory 

M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F. 


3 

I 


5 


I 


1 

1 


7 4 II 


The  Tuberculosis  After-Care  Committee  have  held 
regular  meetings  throughout  the  year,  but  have  had  com- 
paratively little  to  do  as  financial  assistance  does  not  appear 
to  have  been  required  and  the  main  source  of  help  has  been 
in  providing  clothing. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT  FOR  1947 

The  following  classified  table  is  submitted  of  (a)  the 
number  and  nature  of  inspections  made  during  the  year;  (b) 
the  number  of  notices  served  during  the  year;  (c)  the  result 
of  the  services  of  such  notices: — 

(a)  Number  and  nature  of  inspections  made  during  the  year: 

Dwellinghouses. 

Number  inspected  under  the  Public  Health  and 

Housing  Acts  360 

Number  of  inspections  made,  including  re- 

inspections  and  visits  to  works  in  progress...  802 
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Other  Visits  and  Inspections. 

Meat  and  other  Food  Shops  644 

Cowsheds,  Dairies  and  Milkshops  217 

Bakehouses  44 

Factories  218 

Shops  48 

Schools  1 

Caravan  Sites  27 

Ice-cream  Premises 76 

Piggeries  19 

Milk  Sampling  1 10 

Drainage 153 

Infectious  Disease  Prevention  38 

Rats  and  Mice  Infestations  877 

Building  Licence  Applications  1,104 

Restaurants  and  Cafes  22 

Private  Slaughtering  22 

Common  Lodging  House  6 

Miscellaneous  91 

(b)  Notices  served; 

Number  of  preliminary  notices  served  under  the 

Public  Health,  Housing  and  other  Acts 170 

(c)  Results  of  Notices: 

( 1 ) Preliminary  Notices. 

(a)  Complied  with  161 

(b)  Work  not  commenced  9 


170 


(2)  Statutory  Notices. 

(a)  Complied  with  9 

(b)  Work  not  commenced  0 

9 

SHOPS  ACT,  1934 

Inspections  under  this  Act  numbered  48  during  the  year. 
Generally,  conditions  were  found  to  be  satisfactory  and 
employers  always  appeared  anxious  to  make  any  small 
improvements  which  were  considered  necessary.  The  nine 
Notices  served  during  1947  were  all  complied  with. 
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ERADICATION  OF  BED-BUGS 

No  serious  cases  of  infestation  were  found  throughout 
the  year.  Five  complaints  were  investigated  and  overcome  by 
frequent  treatment  with  “ Z.aldecide.” 

Attention  to  cleanliness  and  perseverance  on  the  part  of 
the  occupants  generally  overcomes  this  nuisance. 

SCHOOLS 

All  school  premises  are  provided  with  W.C.s,  lavatory 
basins  and  a main  water  supply. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  there  were  2 Secondary  or 
Grammar  Schools,  1 4 Elementary  and  Church  Schools  and 
1 4 Private  and  Kindergarten  establishments  in  the  district. 

General  conditions  remained  satisfactory  and  un- 
changed throughout  the  year. 

A new  Central  School  under  the  Surrey  Education  Com- 
mittee was  commenced  on  a site  at  Heath  End. 

SWIMMING  BATHS 

Regular  and  frequent  samples  of  water  were  taken  for 
bacteriological  examination  during  the  open  season  from  the 
Town  Swimming  Baths,  which  belong  to  the  Urban  District 
Council.  Except  for  one  occasion — during  a “ peak  ” or 
crowded  period  during  August — the  results  were  satisfactory. 
The  baths  were  emptied  and  refilled  with  fresh  water  im- 
mediately after  the  unsatisfactory  report  was  received,  and 
another  sample  taken  produced  a satisfactory  report. 

It  is  necessary  to  keep  careful  watch,  especially  during 
crowded  times,  and  frequent  samples  should  be  taken. 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT 

Residents  in  the  vicinity  of  a laundry  which  carries  out 
Military  contracts  again  complained  of  occasional  nuisances 
caused  by  grit  from  the  chimney  shaft.  The  firm,  whilst  putting 
the  blame  on  the  poor  quality  of  fuel,  decided  to  abolish  coal 
burning  altogether  and  use  oil  for  the  furnaces,  and  this  has 
now  been  done. 

HOUSING 

Routine  house  inspections  were  continued  during  the 
year,  despite  the  difficulty  of  getting  the  necessary  labour  and 
materials  for  repairs.  Requests  to  owners  of  cottage  property 
were  confined  to  works  of  an  essential  character  only.  Three 
hundred  and  sixty  dwellings  were  visited  and  inspected  during 

1947. 
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Except  in  a few  cases,  landlords  did  their  best  to  meet 
the  requirements  of  the  Council  after  receiving  an  informal 
request. 

The  Council  continued  steadily  with  their  housing  pro- 
gramme and  at  the  end  of  the  year  had  completed  52 
permanent  houses,  whilst  128  were  in  course  of  construction. 
Thirty-six  private  houses  were  also  completed  with  33  under 
construction  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

One  hundred  and  fifty-two  families  were  rehoused 
during  1947.  Special  attention  was  given  by  the  Housing 
(Tenants  Selection)  Committee  to  those  applicants  found 
living  under  overcrowded  conditions. 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSE 

Regular  visits  have  been  paid  to  the  one  Common 
Lodging  House  and  at  all  times  it  has  been  found  in  a clean 
and  satisfactory  state.  There  has  been  no  overcrowding  of 
the  sleeping  rooms. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area 

WATER 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year  the  Council’s  water  supply 
was  heavily  contaminated  with  an  iron  deposit,  probably  due 
to  the  iron  bearing  strata  rupturing  into  the  greensand  strata 
from  which  the  water  is  obtained. 

Many  complaints  were  received  in  regard  to  the  dis- 
colouration of  the  water  and  furring-up  of  pipes. 

The  trouble  was  eventually  overcome  by  cleaning  out  the 
reservoir  and  providing  new  filters. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 

The  Sewage  Disposal  Works  at  Water  Lane  deal  with  the 
whole  of  the  districts,  as  well  as  certain  properties  at  Rowledge 
which  are  in  the  County  of  Hampshire.  Whilst  everything 
has  functioned  satisfactorily  during  the  year,  the  plant  is 
working  to  full  capacity  and  extensive  improvements  and 
additions  are  necessary  in  order  to  cope  with  the  present  flowj 
and  also  to  meet  the  requirements  of  an  estimated  increase  in^ 
the  population  up  to  a figure  of  25,000.  j 

E.C.  ACCOMMODATION 

Seventeen  earth  closets  were  abolished  during  the  year! 
and  water  carriage  systems  installed.  l 

20  1 


All  dwellings  within  the  statutory  distance  of  the  sewer 
have  W.C.s  and  it  was  hoped  to  have  proceeded  with  several 
short  extensions  of  the  sewer  to  enable  isolated  properties  to 
be  connected  up,  but  the  shortage  of  materials  and  labour 
difficulties  made  it  necessary  to  postpone  these  improvement 
works. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

Household  refuse  collected  weekly  throughout  the  Town 
and  district  continued  to  be  dry  tipped  on  the  site  belonging 
to  the  Council  at  Guildford  Road. 

The  Council  reviewed  the  position  regarding  the  collec- 
tion of  kitchen  wastes  and  resolved  to  continue  with  the 
existing  arrangements. 

The  regular  clearance  of  cesspools  by  the  two  emptying 
vehicles  was  also  maintained. 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS 

Np  complaints  of  pollution  of  the  River  Wey  or  of  the 
streams  in  the  district  were  received  during  the  year.  Careful 
observation  was  kept  as  the  district  is  within  the  area  of  the 
Thames  Conservancy  Board,  whose  officers  also  supervise  the 
district. 


THE  FACTORIES  ACT,  193  7 

There  are  66  factories  and  28  workplaces  within  the 
Farnham  Urban  District. 

During  1947  improvements  to  the  sanitary  accommoda- 
tion were  carried  out  in  1 3 cases. 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Fdod 

MILK  SUPPLY 

Regular  inspections  of  the  milk  producing  premises  have 
been  made.  On  the  Register  during  1947  there  were  21  cow- 
keepers,  20  dairymen,  24  retail  purveyors  and  14  wholesale 
traders. 

Samples  taken  for  analysis  numbered  112. 

At  one  dairy  farm  where  unsatisfactory  reports  were 
being  received  on  samples,  considerable  repairs  and  improve- 
ments were  considered  necessary  to  the  cowsheds,  dairy  and 
drainage  system.  Since  this  work  was  completed  results  have 
been  much  more  satisfactory. 
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The  bulk  of  the  milk  retailed  in  the  district  comes  from 
the  pasteurising  plant  of  the  Farnham  Dairy  Company  and 
the  Co-operative  Society,  Guildford.  Farnham  Dairy  collect 
from  the  majority  of  the  farms  in  the  locality  and  also  from 
over  the  border  in  Hampshire. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  samples  taken  during 


the  year: — 

Not  in  all 

Designation.  Taken.  Satisfactory.  Respects.  Unsatisfactory. 

Tuberculin  Tested...  12  9 3 0 

Pasteurised  26  25  0 1 

Accredited  21  15  3 3 

Ordinary  53  38  9 6 


Totals  ...  1 12  87  15  10 


MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS 

Regular  inspections  were  made  of  premises  dealing  with 
foodstuffs  throughout  the  year,  and  special  attention  was  paid 
to  the  condition  of  the  conveyances  used  for  the  transport  of 
meat  and  to  the  cleanly  condition  of  the  hands  of  those  persons 
employed  in  the  preparation  and  sale  of  food  to  the  public. 

The  Ministry  of  Food  provided  containers  for  the  offal 
transported  from  the  slaughterhouse  to  the  purveyors  and 
these  helped  considerably  to  keep  both  the  carcases  and  the 
floors  of  the  vehicles  in  a more  cleanly  condition. 

The  following  is  a list  of  foodstuffs  condemned  and 
removed  as  unfit  for  human  consumption: — 


Commodity 

cwts. 

qrs 

lbs. 

Beef  (Imported)  

7 

2 

27i 

Beef  (English)  

4 

3 

8| 

Veal  

2 

16 

Mutton  

6 

13 

1 

2i 

Fish  (Wet)  

15 

1 

4i 

Vegetables  (Canned)  

14 

3 

Hi 

Canned  Meats  

8 

3 

24| 

Fish  (Canned)  

3 

3 

U 

Fruit  (Canned ) 

3 

3 

Oi 

Bacon  

3 

0 

14 
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Meat  and  Vegetable  Ration  

Sausages  and  Sausage  Meat  

Jam  

Flour  

Cereals  

Vegetables  

Tongue  

Fruit  

Sausage  Rusk  

Black  Pudding  

Butter,  Margarine  & Cooking  Fat 

Cocoa  

Steak  Pudding  

Pork  Brawn  

Boned  Chicken  

Steak  and  Kidney  Pudding 


Total 

1,112  tins  Milk. 

204  pkts.  Cake  and 

Pudding  Mixture. 
36  Chickens. 

16  pkts.  Shredded  Wheat. 
1 6 Pigeons. 

3 tins  Mustard. 

3 tins  Broth. 

2 tins  Treacle. 

1 pkt.  Chocolate  Spread. 


3 24 

3 21 

I 8 

1 0 

0 22 

3 6 

2 16i 

2 14 

2 0 

1 14 

5 

2i 

2 

II 

I 


3 tons  0 1 27 


3 tons  1 3 3 


68  small  boxes 

Cream  Cheese. 
68  dozen  Eggs. 

29  tins  Soup. 

23  tins  Fruit  Juice. 

1 3 dozen  Fish  Cakes. 

1 2 dozen  pkts.  Stuffing. 

3 tins  Meat  Sauce. 

3 pkts.  Custard  Powder. 
2 jars  Red  Cabbage. 

2 jars  Fish  Paste. 


LICENSED  PREMISES 

Attention  was  given  during  the  year  to  the  important 
question  of  conditions  in  the  public  houses  of  the  district,  par- 
ticularly in  relation  to  the  cleansing  of  glasses  and  sinks  behind 
bars  and  the  fittings  used  in  the  drawing  of  beer  from  the 
cellar  to  the  bar  pumps. 

Complaints  had  been  received  that  during  “ peak  ” or 
crowded  periods  of  the  evening  as  much  attention  as  possible 
was  not  always  given  to  the  sterilising  of  glasses,  and  the 
Public  Health  Committee  directed  that  every  attention  should 
be  given  to  the  matter. 
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Many  improvements  were  carried  out  by  the  brewers 
through  the  installation  of  both  hot  and  cold  water  supplies 
to  the  public  bars. 


ICE-CREAM 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  40  premises  on  the 
Register.  Of  these,  38  obtained  their  supplies  from  wholesale 
producers,  whilst  ice-cream  is  manufactured  on  the  premises 
of  the  other  two. 

Regular  visits  and  inspections  were  made  and  results  of 
all  samples  obtained  and  submitted  for  analysis  were  satis- 
factory. 


ADULTERATION 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  results  of  samples 
taken  by  the  Surrey  County  Council  during  1947  under  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938; — 


Articles. 


Analysed. 


Adulterated  or 
Irregular. 


H 

s 

>.1 

0 

*5 

0 

Lu 

<4.4 

o 

H 

Milk  

57 

19 

76 

Drugs  

— 

9 

9 

Gelatine  

Lemonade  Crystals  

Saccharine  Tablets 

Spirits  

Vinegar  


— 1 


— I 

1 — 

— 3 


Totals  58 


34 


92 


I I — 
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